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A man named John was sent from God. He came for testimony, to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He was not
the light, but came to testify to the light. - jn 1:6-8
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION ON READINGS
IS 61: E2A, 10-11; LK: 1: 4650, 53-54; 1 THES 5: 16
24;JIN 1: 6-8, 19-28

A key facet of stewardship has always been personal
witness. Todayods readings
witness of John the Baptist. St. John the Baptist,
according to historians, was a few months older than
Jesus. It is also generally accepted that he began
preaching about six months before Jesus came to him
to be baptized and to begin His ministry.

. St. John the Baptist pointed to Jesus as the Messiah.
. John the Baptist, through personal witness, raised a

great sense of expectancy and excitement, the kind of
expectancy and excitement that we associate with this
season of Advent. John tries to awaken in people a
consciousness of sin, the importance of conversion
and change, and the need to become more holy in
Godos eyes.

Those are the same goals we should have during this
Advent season. The matter of witness is a serious and
important thing. It establishes truth and a solid
foundation for faith. When we personally witness, it
means we make a commitment. We cannot be neutral
when it comes to our faith. We are called to be
disciples, witnesses of and for Christ. We best
accomplish that by the ways we live our own lives and
how we relate to and treat others.

Jesus can meet our every need. Now is the time for us
to accept that and to place our total trust in Him. We
can do that best by making our own commitment to be
His disciple, a witness to Who He is and what He
means to us and all people.

M ASS SCHEDULE
Weekend : Saturday 5:00 pm; Sunday 8:30 am,
10:30 am, 12:30 pm (Spanish) & 4:30 pm
Weekday : Tuesday-Friday 12:15 pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Tuesday-Friday: 11:50 am-12:10 pm, Saturday: 2:30-
3:30 pm, or by appointment.

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION AND
ADORATION

First Friday: 10am to noon.
Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesday 10 am to 7 pm.


mailto:dgeislinger@diocs.org

RETRACTION BULLETIN DEADLINE FOR UPCOMING

CHRISTMAS H OLIDAY
DAILY MASS SCHEDULE CHANGE Due to the upcoming Christmas »

There will be DAILY MASS on Holiday, the Deadline for the
December 26 and 27. There will be confessions December 31st  bulletin will be Deadline!

beginning at 11:50am and Mass at 12:15pm. Thursday Dec.ember 21 at 10am. Please
send all bulletin announcements to

office@saintgabriel.net.

I NCLEMENT W EATHER PoLicy

Snow season is here! For office hours and possible
Confession and Mass cancellation, please call 528
8407, for recorded information which will be
updated by 9am. For specific ministry event
cancellations, look for information from the ministry The office will be closed Dec 22, Dec 25, and Jan 1.
coordinator. Please be safe during these winter
months.

ADVENT H APPENINGS

- Extended Reconciliation times i December 23; 1:3071
LIBRARY NEWS 3:30pm and by appointment with Fr. Kirk Dec 20 and 21
9am-11:30am.

Advent is here and the Library has many resources
to enrich your family's preparation for, and
celebration of, the birth of Our Lord. On the

shelves to the left of the door as you enter the KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS CAR
library, you'll find books, videos, and music and for

everyone in your family, children through M A_GNETS ~ _
adults! Be sure to take a look at items displayed on Knights of Columbus fi Keep Chri
the top of that bookshelf too. Checkout instructions magnets sold out on 12/10. The Knights wish to thank

are posted on the bulletin board. May you have a the parlsh for their support of this drive to keep the

blessed Advent and Christmas! public aware of the real importance of the Christmas

season by purchasing and placing these magnets on your
cars and trucks.

@v Holiday
Mass Schedule

Dual Mass Obligation for Fourth Sunday of Advent and The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas).

This year Christmas, a holy day of obligation, falls on a Monday. On this weekend, you will have adual
obligation to attend both a normal Sunday Massas well as a Mass celebrating Christmas. To fulfill both
obligations, you need to attend one Mass from First Obligation Masses and one Mass from Second
Obligation Masses.

4th Sunday of Advent Masses (First Obligation)
December 237 Mass at 5pm.
December 248 Masses at 8:30am, 10:30am, and 12:30pm (Spanish).

Christmas Eve Masses (Second Obligation)
December 241 Masses at 4pm, 6:30pm, 8:30pm (Spanish), and Midnight

Christmas Day Mass (Second Obligation)
December 251 Mass at 10am

New Yeards Day Mass
January 17 Mass at 10:00 am (combined)
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CALENDAR

THIS WEEKEND

Sat-Sun Bin Drop Off for Gabriel 6s

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
Mon, Dec 18  Apologetics Course 311lam.

Wed, Dec 20

Eucharistic Adoration from 10am i 7pm. Pray the rosary and
Divine Mercy chaplet after

4-5 pm. Pray the rosary at 6:15 pm. Evening Prayer and

Benediction starts at 6:40 pm.

Wed,Dec20 Dant ebés Divine Comedy 7pm.
Fri, Dec 22 Office Closed. Mass at 12:15pm.

Fri, Dec 22

the Library after 12:15 Mass.

Sat, Dec 23 Confessions 1:303:30pm. Mass at 5pm.

Reading/discussion group for Divine Mercy Prayer Cenacle in

Gi fts.

t he

Sun, Dec 24  4th Sunday of Advent Masses at 8:30am, 10:30am, and 12:30pm
(Spanish).
Sun, Dec 24  Christmas Eve Masses at 4pm, 6:30pm, 8:30pm (Spanish), and

Midnight.

Sun, Dec 25  Christmas Day Mass at 10am. Office Closed.
SAVE THE DATE

Jan 13 Faith Formation Facilitator Workshop 8:30 -10:30am.
Jan 22-24 Parish Mission, AChristdds He
Feb 10 Womendés Conf er38Bopme 9: 30am

DECEMBER FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE
YDisciples: Dec. 29-30- Lock-In.

2017 CONTRIBUTION DEADLINE

Any contribution that is to be credited to tax year 2017 must be given to the
church or postmarked no later than Dec 31, 2017. Any contribution received

after Dec 31, 2017 will be credited to tax year 2018.

All checks must be dated no later than Dec 31, 2017. Any check dated Jan 1,

2018 or later must be credited to tax year 2018.

BoOoOK STUuDY

The Screwtape Lettersby C.S. Lewis book study starts January 4 for 6
sessions; Thursday mornings, 9:30-11:30 AM, and Thursdays evenings, 6:30

8:30 PM, in St. Francis Parish classroom D&E. $10 per individual or

couple. This is a video series from the C.S. Lewis Institute.No matter how new
or familiar you are with The Screwtape Letters, this lecture series will be
helpful. It is designed to open up the Letters for you, highlighting the central

themes and underlying issues,

into how the forces of evil work against human beings. Discussion on the book

| eadi

will be facilitated by Lyn Rooney, MA Biblical Theology. Participants are

responsible for obtaining their own book. Space is limited. Contact
lynroo@comcast.net or call 719-648-1194.

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS

RECEIVED

Fiscal Year July 2017- Sept 2017
Total Offertory & Other Income
Received: $351,185

Total Operating Expense: 333,748

Financial Report

ng

THIRD SUNDAY OF

ADVENT

Gaudete Sunday derives its
name from the opening prayer
of the Mass for this day, where
iwe pyay,|"Gaydete ip Domino
semper” (Rejoice in the Lord
always). So in the midst of
Advent fasting and devotions,
we rejoice because the time we
have been preparing for is
almost at hand. You will see
rose-colored vestments and
additions to the church
environment due to this
special Sunday. A day like this
is always good to remind us
not to take ourselves too
seriously. The life of a
Christian is not always easy,
but it is one of joy. If we keep
our heads bowed too long, no
one will be able to see the
smiles on our faces. May the
joy of the Lord be yours on this
Gaudete Sunday! The Lord is
coming, soon and very soon.

to a clear grasp
RETURNING GODS

GIFTS UPDATE

We are almost there to meet our
2017 Goal.

2017 Parish Goal: $113,435
Total Intentions: $112,599.37
Total collected to date:
$108,935.85

Percentage collected: 96%

For every dollar donated past
the parish goal the Diocese will
give ¥ back to the parish.
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“Well done, good and faithful servant!”

Five years ago, Gretchen Dunnam was given the
task of creating the YDisciple High School Faith
Formation Program. Since that time, the
YDisciple program has grown into a thriving
ministry under Gretchen's leadership. Our
teens go on mission trips, retreats, high school
rallies, and conferences. They perform service
projects for the needy and attend small group
discussion sessions that focus on learning their
Catholic Faith. These activities have one goal:
to form young disciples for Christ. Fr Kirk
recently recognized Gretchen for her dedicated
leadership and commitment to our parish
teens. THANK YOU Gretchen!

CATHOLIC CHARITIES UPDATE

Catholic Charities Family Connections (Family Day Center, Family Mentor Alliance, and Life Support
Services) has opened as of December 4thA neighborhood Open House is scheduled for January 27th
from 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 pm. An Open House for the larger community is scheduled for February 1st from
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 pm.

ANIMA - SESSION 3: B LAZE

Blaze is a reference to the fire of the Holy Spirit falling upon the Apostles on the Feast of
Pentecost. It was by the power of the Holy Spirit that the Apostles were sent to spread the
good news and be a light to the world. This is the beginning of the Church which
continues to be a light for the world today. We, as members of the Body of Christ, are
incorporated into the Church and are called to be witnesses. In the third week of Advent
the Church focuses on the virtue of joy. Itis with joy that we prepare our hearts to
celebrate Jesusd6 coming at Chri st mas.

To view Anima; Session 3: Blaze go to www.formed.org. If you do not have a FORMED account, then use our
parish code, ef46a3, for free access.

After viewing the video, you and your family can share reflections on these questions:
would you answer that?

-In the third week of Advent, the Church emphasizes joy. Did you know that joy is mentioned 56 times in the
New Testament alone? God is inviting us to joy. How is joy different from happiness?

-How would you respond to someone who says they are spiritual but not religious? In other words, they believe
in God but dono6t want the Church.

-Read Matthew 28:19-20. This is the mission statement Jesus gave the Church. What doesmake disciples of
all nations" mean to you?

-The video ends with a question: AWhat huwanreheauf?Per
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PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE HOLY FATHER EMERGENCY EXITS

M ONTH OF DECEMBER In our continued focus on safety, we
Theme: The Elderly ask everyone to note the emergency exits

That the elderly, sustained by families and Christian communities, In case of an emergency, such as a

2> . . ; fire. These exits might not be the ones
may_apply their wisdom gnd experience to spreading the faith and through which you entered. There are
forming the new generations.

five exits from the Nave, all clearly
marked - two on either side of the altar,
two behind the overflow area, and one at

ADORATION the main (West) entrance. Please note
"Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the most tender of friends with alternate exits in case the one nearest to
souls who seek to please Him. His goodness knows how to you might be blocked during an
proportion itself to the smallest of His creatures as to the greatest of emergency. If we must exit during

them. Be not afraid then in your solitary conversations, to tell Him of an emergency, please help others near
your miseries, fears, worries, of those who are dear to you, of your you that may need assistance.

projects, and of your hopes. Do so with confidence and with an open

heart."

0 St. Damien of Molokai
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (Adoration) is every SAVE THAE DATE! _
Wednesday from 10am- 7pm. Plan a time to share a little time with Womenos Conference with

Jesus as we prepare for His birth. Fr. Nathan Cromly
Saturday, February 10, 2018 from 9:30-

3:30 @ St. Gabriel o6s
All women ages 21+ are welcome.
Conference will include Mass, formation

High SChOOI Rally ;e:iléséﬁgr?rzgt.ion, confession, fellowship

* Conference is supported by your
generous donations
* Lunch and refreshments included
* Childcare available

ROOTED IN CHRIST ecamber. Contact
stgabrielwomensconference@gmail.com
for more information.

SEEKING VOLUNTEER

Do you want to help make
safe place for Worship/Fellowship? We

are looking for someone to lead our

Heal th & Safety Team. | f
interested, please contact Marc Lanning

at mlanning@saintgabriel.net or Steve

Reed at stevenj.reed@yahoo.com for

more information.

::"\‘. k- (
Rooted and built up in Him, established in the faith PARISH I N FORMATION

as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness
E-MAIL LIST

Keep abreast of all that is happening at
St. Gabriel by signing up for the parish e
CONTACT CINDY MARTINEZ IN THE PARISH OFFICE FOR MORE INFORMATION -mail list. You can do this by going to
719-528-8407 the pari;h web§ite at o
www.saintgabriel.net and clicking on
REGISTRATION DEADLINE DECEMBER 15TH Parish Info and selecting E-mail List
Subscriptions and then filling out your
e-mail address under Parish News.

LATE REGISTRATION DEADLINE UNTIL JANUARY 12TH

Presented by the Diocese of Colorado Springs Office of Catechesis, Youth Ministry, & Evangelization
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W HAT DO YOU WANT FOR CHRISTMAS ?

This is a question we ask each other often before Christmas. Yet how many of us actually
take a few minutes to kneel before the infant Jesus and ask Him what He wants from us this
Christmas?

When we ask in prayer, it is very possible that we may hear a whisper that He wants us to
share a |little more of our time with Him. Maybe each
resolution to spend more time with God by:

- Attending daily Mass.

- Finding some time for prayer in the morning.

- Ending our day with spiritual reading.

- Praying the rosary while we drive to work.

- Participating in Eucharistic Adoration (Adoration is From 10am -7pm Every Wednesday or simply stopping into
church occasionally for a quiet visit.

Whatever you decide, the gift of time with God could be the very best gift we could give this year, not only to Jesus
but also to ourselves. It might be just what our own hearts are truly longing for. You may also discover in prayer that
Jesus may be inviting you to consider a gift of your treasure during this joyful season. Just as the Magi presented
their gifts of great value to the new born King, in gratitude and in support of His mission, a Christmas offering to our
parish can have tremendous impact on our mission!

May God richly bless you this Christmas Season!
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