
 

Child Safety and the Year of Faith 

The Year  of  Fai th  affords us  an opportuni ty  to  recommit  our-
selves  in   our  efforts  to  keep safe  our  precious  chi ldren and 
young people.    God Himself  cal ls  us  to  this  important  work.  

Jereŵiah ϭ:5  ͞Before I forŵed you iŶ the 
ǁoŵď I kŶeǁ you, ďefore you ǁere ďorŶ I 
dediĐated you…͟  God eŶǀisioŶs aŶd Đoŵ-
ŵissioŶs us eǀeŶ ďefoƌe ouƌ ďiƌth to eŵ-
ďƌaĐe His ŵissioŶ: that ǁe ďeĐoŵe His aŵ-
ďassadoƌs iŶ this ǁoƌld.  Ouƌ ĐhildƌeŶ, 
theƌefoƌe, should ďe ƌespeĐted aŶd ƌeĐog-
Ŷized as the oŶes ǁho ǁill take this saĐƌed 
assigŶŵeŶt foƌǁaƌd iŶto the futuƌe. 

Jereŵiah Ϯϵ:ϭϭ  ͞For I kŶoǁ ǁell the plaŶs 
I haǀe iŶ ŵiŶd for you...plaŶs for your ǁel-
fare aŶd Ŷot for ǁoe, so as to giǀe you a 
future of hope.͟  The depth of huƌt that 
ouƌ ǇouŶg people sufeƌ thƌough aďuse is 
Ŷot easilǇ oǀeƌĐoŵe.  The aŶguish aŶd ŵis-
eƌǇ that folloǁ theŵ iŶto theiƌ adult liǀes 
ĐaŶ thǁaƌt oƌ delaǇ theiƌ liǀiŶg out of God’s 
ŵissioŶ.  The loss of iŶŶoĐeŶĐe thƌough 
phǇsiĐal, eŵoioŶal, aŶd seǆual aďuse ĐaŶ-
Ŷot ďe ƌegaiŶed. 

Luke ϭϳ, ϭ-Ϯ  ͞...ThiŶgs that Đause siŶ ǁill 
iŶeǀitaďly oĐĐur, ďut ǁoe to the persoŶ 
through ǁhoŵ they oĐĐur.  It ǁould ďe 
ďeter for hiŵ if a ŵillstoŶe ǁere put 
arouŶd his ŶeĐk aŶd he ďe throǁŶ iŶto the 
sea thaŶ for hiŵ to Đause oŶe of these 
litle oŶes to siŶ.͟  Those ǁho  ǁould  
Đause iŶjuƌǇ to a Đhild thƌough aďuse  aƌe  
ĐoŶsideƌed  ďǇ  God  to  ďe aŵoŶg  the  

the ǁoƌst of siŶŶeƌs.  IŶdeed, ǁheŶ a pƌeĐious 
Đhild’s faith is afeĐted ďeĐause of the ǁoƌds 
aŶd aĐioŶs of those ǁho aƌe supposed to iŶ-
spiƌe theŵ oŶ theiƌ jouƌŶeǇ of holiŶess, theiƌ 
siŶ is ŵagŶiied. 

CCC Ϯϯϴϵ  "…[When seǆual aďuse is perpe-
trated ďǇ adults on Đhildren or adolesĐents 
entrusted to their Đare,] the ofeŶse is Đoŵ-
pouŶded ďy the sĐaŶdalous harŵ doŶe to the 
physiĐal aŶd ŵoral iŶtegrity of the youŶg, 
ǁho ǁill reŵaiŶ sĐarred ďy it, all their liǀes; 
[it is a] ǀiolaioŶ of respoŶsiďility for their up-
ďriŶgiŶg."  The CateĐhisŵ of the CatholiĐ 
ChuƌĐh ƌeĐogŶizes the eǆteŶt of deǀastaioŶ 
doŶe to those ǁho sufeƌ seǆual aďuse. The 
AŵeƌiĐaŶ ďishops, thƌough theiƌ Chaƌteƌ, 
Promise to Protect, Pledge to Heal, addƌess the 
healiŶg aŶd ƌeĐoŶĐiliaioŶ of ǀiĐiŵs/suƌǀiǀoƌs; 
hoǁ to efeĐiǀelǇ ƌespoŶd to allegaioŶs; ǁaǇs 
to eŶsuƌe the aĐĐouŶtaďilitǇ of ouƌ pƌoĐe-
duƌes; aŶd ŵethods to pƌoteĐt ĐhildƌeŶ aŶd 
ǇouŶg people aŵoŶg the faithful.  

“uĐh aŶ uŶdeƌtakiŶg ƌeƋuiƌes all of us to ďe 
kŶoǁledgeaďle aŶd aǁaƌe of aĐiǀiies that 
Đause heighteŶed alaƌŵ, aŶd ǀigilaŶt iŶ takiŶg 
aĐioŶ to pƌeǀeŶt suĐh haƌŵ.  You aƌe eŶĐouƌ-
aged to ateŶd the dioĐese’s adult safe eŶ-

ǀiƌoŶŵeŶt tƌaiŶiŶg, ͞A Child’s “afetǇ is aŶ 
Adult’s Joď͟ ǁheŶ it is ofeƌed at Ǉouƌ paƌish. 
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719-866-6505 
 

DIOCESE OF COLORADO SPRINGS 
228 NORTH CASCADE AVENUE 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO  80903 
719-636-2345 

WWW.DIOCS.ORG 

TRUST & RESPECT 

 

The reality of sexual exploi-
tation is that often the child 
is very scared, uncomforta-
ble, or embarrassed to talk 
about the experience to par-
ents, guardians, or teachers.  
Children WILL talk, howev-
er, if an atmosphere of trust 
and support is established 
where children know they 
are loved and respected.  
This allows a child to talk 
without fear of accusation, 
blame, or guilt.  Some signs 
[of the effects of abuse] to 
watch for are: 

 Extreme mood swings, 
withdrawal, and fearful-
ness.   

 Bed wetting or other 
sleep disturbances.   

 Acting out or showing an 
unusual interest in sexual 
matters. 

 A fear of certain places, 
people, or activities. 

- National Center for Missing &  

Exploited Children 

SUICIDE  INTERVENTION 

 

Child abuse, among other 
reasons, is sometimes the 
cause of teenage suicide.  
The U.S. currently ranks  
second in the world in  
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  
these tragic deaths.  We need 
to educate ourselves about 
this area and be ready to in-
tervene when we see warn-
ing signs in our young  
people.  

 

CRISIS HOTLINES: 

National:  

1-800-273-TALK (8255) 

or 1-800-SUICIDE (784-2433) 
 

Pikes Peak Region:  

1-719-596-LIFE (5433) 

 

Douglas County:  

1-303-795-6187 

 

For other areas, please check 

your local directory. 

A prayer for children 

Come Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove, 

With light and comfort from above. 

Be Thou our Guardian,  

Thou our Guide, 

Stay close by every child's side.  

Amen. 

[From Prayers for Special Help] 

EVERY KNOWN OR REASONABLY SUSPECTED INSTANCE OF CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT MUST BE REPORTED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO:  

YOUR NEAREST LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY OR DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
 

TO MAKE A REPORT TO THE DIOCESE OF COLORADO SPRINGS, CALL: 

 

 

OR REPORT BY MAIL AT THE ADDRESS BELOW 

ATTN: OFFICE OF MISSION EFFECTIVENESS 
 

IT IS THE POLICY OF THE DIOCESE OF COLORADO SPRINGS TO RESPOND PROMPTLY AND WITH COMPASSION  

TO ALL REPORTS OF MISCONDUCT.  BE AWARE THAT IF YOU REPORT CHILD ABUSE,  

THE DIOCESE WILL REPORT THE MATTER TO LAW ENFORCEMENT. 

 

 

 

 


